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Items of Interest. 

—It is now estimated that io,coo lives 

were lost by the earthquake in Japan. 

—Kissing, whether in courtship or in 
domestic life, is totally unknown in Japan. 

—Wine, said the learned Confucius, is 
made from everything—sometimes even 

from grapes. 

— The city of Jerusalem is becoming 
modernized. There are now eight print 

ing offices in the city. 

 During a recent storm in  Missouri  a 

bam was blown into the neighborhood of 
Webb City for which no owner has as yet 

been found. 

—The human brain, according to Cu- 

vier, is the one-twenty-eight part of the 
body ; that of a horse but the one-four 

hundredth part. 

—It is said that the University of Cal- 
cutta is the largest educational corpora- 
tion in the world. It examines over 10,- 

ooo students every year. 

 A Wall street rumor says that Grdver 
Cleveland, Thomas B. Reed and John 
Carlisle will establish a law firm in New 

York City after March 4 next. 

—Andrew Carnegie will present a pub- 
lic library and gyninasiuniand public bath 

to the town of Dinpicsne. The cost of 
the building will be about $150,000. 

—Ex Queen Liliuokalani has been bap- 

tized and confirmed by Bishop Willis, the 
Anglican   bishop.      Previous  to  this she 
had not been a member of any church,.al 

though a regular attendant. 

—The Raines law in New York City 

forbids the free lunch of the saloon. The 
constitutionality of this clause was denied 

and a case carried up to the court of Ap- 
peals which was decided in favor of the 

law. 

— Probably they oungest married coup 
le  in   the United States are now living in 
Tennessee.    Claibornc Lawson, aged four 

teen years, and Annie Kate, aged thirteen 
years,    were    married    there   about   four 

miles from Huntsville. 

—The first woman who has received 
the permission of the minister of public 

instruction to attend lectures in the Uni- 
versity of Munich, Havana, is Miss Ger- 
trude Ethel Skcat, daughter of the well 
known editor of Chaucer's works. 

 The word   "its"   is quite  frequently 

used in composition, yet it occurs only 

once in the Bible. It is found in Leviti- 
cus 25 ; 5 "That which groweth of its own 

accord of thy harvest thou shall not reap." 
Both Webster and Worcester errone 

ously say this word is not in the Bible. 

—The oldest love letter in the world is 
in the British Museum. It is a proposal 
of marriage for the hand of an Egyptian 
Princess, and it was made 3,500 years 
ago. It is in the form of an inscribed 

brick, and is therefore not only the old- 
est, but the most substantial love letter in 

existence. 

 The St. Loui    tornado ,is not to be 
compared with the Johnstown flood, 

which killed 3,800, nor to the Hinckley 
fire, which blotted out thirty per cent of 
the inhabitants. When all the missing 
shall have btm accounted for, the loss of 

life will be shev.n to have been between 

400 and 500. 

—The ladies of one of the Manchester, 
N. H. churches have set an example which, 

we think, should be followed by others. 

Cutting away from custom, they have 
"resolved" against church suppers and 
agreed to tax themselves to raise money 
needed, and will no longer seek it through 
the laborious methods of church enter- 

tainments. 

—On the 17-.I1 of June the sixth trienni- 
al meeting of the Pan-Presbsterian Coun- 

cil   meet   in  Glasgow,   Scotland.      This 
Council is an alliance of all the Churches 
throughout the world holding the, Presby- 
terian  government.     Meetings were held 

previous to this one, in Edinburgh,  Phil- 
adelphia,  Belfast,   London and Toronto. 
Representatives   are   present   from    the 

churches in  America,  Asia,  Africa,  Aus- 
tralia, West hides, Austria. Belgium,   Bo- 

hemia, Prance, Greece,   Hungary,   Italy, 
Moravia,  Spain  and   Switzerland.       The 

English, Scottish and  Irish  churches are 
also wed represented.     The delegates in- 
clude   Botte  of  the  ablest  and   foremost 
men (if the churches which they represent, 

and  it  is believed   that  the  meeting  this 
year will not only be a memorable one it- 
self, but will do much to strengthen the 
union of the churches and further the ad- 
vancement of the cause of Jesus through- 

out the world. 

Literary Notes. 

Ex-PRESIDENT HARRISON   will   discuss 
our   national   finances   in   an article   on 
"The Secretary of the Treasury," which 

will appear in the August issue of The La- 

diet' Home Journal.    He will tell briefly 
of the origin of our financial system ; its 
expansion or development*; how the na- 

tion raises its revenues, and disburses its 
moneys ; and detail the faults of our sys- 
tem   of   financiering.       Referring   to   the 
methods necessary to maifitain our gold 

reserve General Harrison expresses him- 
self  with  evident  disapproval,   and  says 
that   "the   present   situation   would be 
absurd if it were not so serious "    The in- 
crease or the diminution  of   the gold re- 
serve, the ex-President asserts, powerfully 

affects every interest,  and the  "mending 

of existing conditions will be a  task for 
the wisest and strongest statesmanship." 

The ex President clearly intimates that 
successful financiering is extremely diffi- 

cult by the present methods. Upon this 
point he says : "If fifty dollars would suf- 
fice to hold $50,000 000 in the Treasury 

the Secretary could not expend that small 
sum. He must stand by until the gold is 
gone, and then sell bonds to get it back. 

The result is'that the banks and the bro- 
kers are often able to make play of the 
Treasury. A financial institution whose 

hoard transacts its business in public is at 

a disadvantage." 

Our   Dead. 

lUlTOLl'II —Near Akron,  (),,  June. 

6th,  1896, sister  Sarah  Buttolph,   daugh- 
ter of Isaac and Abigail   Reyser,   aged  26 

years, <S month and 20 days. 
She united with the Brethren Church at 

Homer about ten years ago and died in 
the triumphs of that faith. Her last 

words were, "1 am going home." 
She leaves two small children, husband, 

father,   mother,   brothers   and   sisters   to 
mourn her untimely departure.     Our loss 
is her gain.     Services appropriate  to the 

occasion by the writer. 
% H. S. JACOBS. 

Tin. HoMJLETlC REVIEW for July brings 

its  contributions   from   many lands and 
many realms of thought.     Principal Haw- 

son, of Montreal,  gives a further instal- 
ment of striking "Natural Facts Illustra- 

tive of the Biblical  Account of the  Del- 
uge."       Professor   Blaikie discourses on 

"Expository Preaching ;" Dr. E. F. Burr, 
author of   "Ecce Cccltvm," etc., on   "Re- 
sponsibility for Error of Opinion;" Pres- 
ident Plants, of Lawrence Univcisity, on 

"Kaftan (the leader of one wing of Rits- 
chlian  School)   as   a   Theologian ;"   and 
Professor McCurdy, of Toronto, author of 

"History,    Prophecy,    and    the     Monu- 
ments,"  on   "Light  on  Scriptural   Texts 

from   Recent   Discoveries,"   showing the 

light   cast  by   recent  discoveries  on  the 
struggles   of   Assyria    and    Babylon    for 

World Empire, and on the fall of Damas- 
cus and of Israel and Judah before them. 

The number is especially valuable in its 
homiletic   features.      The  Sermonic,  the 
Pastoral, the Miscellaneous and Editorial 

Sections are each full and exceedingly in- 
teresting.      The   Homiletic   Review   has 
certainly done its best to make itself in- 
dispensable to men who wbuld have the 

I latest intelligence on these subjects. 


